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; Page ee 
ANNOUNCER: Unele Sam's Forest Rangers ! 


THEME MUSIC: 


ANNOUNCER: Americans face many necessary and challenging jobe these day ®. 
We must construct tanks and warships and airplanes. We mus% 


man these armed ships of land, sea and air with well-trained forces. In 


short, we must make ready to resist any foreign aggression. These are 
dramatic Jobs we must pe form in the cause of preparedness. But there are 
less spectacular Jobe we mist also do these dayea - jobs equally essential 
to preparedness.. It 18 a well-known fact that en abundanoe of natural. 
resources, permanently productive and accessible, makes, for democracy and 


freedom. Therefore we must prevent the waste of one of the most important 


. Natural resources we have - our foresta. We must build up our forests. | 


We must keep our forests continually productive. We must use our forests 


efficiently if we are to be truly prepared - if, in other words, we wan’ 


to be strong in emergency and, over the long pull, enjoy the fruits of 
peace. | | 

But now, let's see what's heppening on the Pine Cone National 
Forest. As we look in at the Ranger Station we find our friende, Ranger 7 
Jim Robbins and his wife, Bess, and his assistant, Jerry Quiok, in the 
diningroom, enjoying their evening meal. Here they are --== 
SOUND OF EATING UTENSILS SCRAPING ON PLATES ~ SUSTAIN IN B.G. 
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JERRY: 


JIM: 


JERRY: 
BESS; 


JERRY : 


JIM: 


JERRY 


BESS: 


Page 3. 
(WITH MOUTH FULL OF FOOD) Say, Jim, passe me some more of the 
string beans, .... an’ the meat too, U guess, an’ yeah, those 
potatoes,..to0s 
(LAUGHING) All right here you are, Jerry. Beans ... Meat ... 
potatoes ... And here's the biscuite ... and the butter.... 
end the ketchup.... and the salt and peprer ... and the 
tomatoes ... an’, let's see -- here's the preserves ... an’, 
I guess that'e about all I can reach. You better pass the 
beets, Bess. The poor fellow's starving. : 
(MOUTH FULL) Hey, take it easy .... I don't need .... 


Don’t mind him, Jerry. You go ahead and eat all you want to. 
Nothing pleases a woman more than to see her men folks eat 
hearty. | 

Thanks, Mre. Robbine. If Jim worked as hard ae I did today he'd 
probably be atuffint it away, too .... By the way, Jim, that 
Tumbling Creek timber sale's sure got me hopping. They put two 
more saw orews in there today. It's a job keeping up with the 
scaling and marking and all. 

Yeah, I know. I'm figurin’ on going up to the sale area with 
yous tenarrce and help you catch up on some of the marking .. . 


Are those fellows keeping their stumps low, Jerry? 


You bet, Jim. Best woods crews in there I ever saw, You 


ought to see the difference between our area and the logging 
that's going on just over the east boundary outside the National 


Forest. It's enough to make a feller see red, 


What do you mean, Jerry? 
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JERRY ; That outfit working on private land ie cutting every tree they 
oan get a two by four out of. Leaving a lot of good stuff in 
the tops of most of the bigger trees too, and their stumps, 
well ... you ought to eee those stumps, Mrs. Robbins. Two 
and three feet high, some of them. It's a mess, It'll be a 
regular fire trap next suhimer. 

JIM: That's some of the tiiber on that old Sam Todd place, Bess, 


You know, just north of town. 


BESS: Ien't that the place Sam Todd left to his daughter Molly wien 
he died? aye 
JIM: Yeah, that's right. Molly and her husband have had tough 
| Salling lately so they soid all the timber on the 01d place, 
JERRY : I had a talk today with Chet Barnes, the fellow who bought 
the timber. He's from Willow Glenn. Seems like a pretty good 
15. fellow and he agreed with ali I had to say about poor logging 
16. but he went on to say he had to cut the way he's doing, to make 
i?. & living. I told him... 
18. goUND: OF KNOCKING ON DOOR 
29. pgss: Someone's at the door, Jin. 
°O+ JERRY: _ Stay put, Jim, 1°12. go. (SOUND OF CHAIR SCRAPED BACK) (CALLS) 
Zl. | | Coming? | 
22+ SOUND OF DOOR OPENING 
Ode | JERRY: Mary 1 Gosh, it’s good to see you. Come on in. 
C4. MARY: (OFF) Hello Jerry. (DOOR CLOSES - GOMING ON - DEJECTED) 


Hello, Mre, Robbins, Mr. Robbins. 


JIM: Hello, Mary. Say, what’re you lookin' so worried about? 
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BESS: 
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Page 5. 
Sit down right there, Mary. I'll go get you a plate, 
No thank you, Mrs. Robbins. Please sit still ... I'm sorry to 
break in Like this at supper time but I just had to come over 
and tell you .... | 
What'e wrong, Mary? What's happened? 
Nothing's really happened yet, Jerry. It's what is going te 
happen unless we can stop them that worries me, 
Stoo who, Mary? What ere you talking about anyway? 
it's that big 014 pine tree, The one they call the Sam Todd 
pine. They're going to cut it down. 
THE old Sam Tod pine, huh? Hememom, I reckon that’s the 
biggest tree in this part of the country: , | 
Oh, Jin, they ‘showlan’t cut that old pine. Why, Sam Todd would 
never let anyone touch it while he was alive, 
After school today I found J,e Emley out by the steps, ory ing 
ag thought his little heart would break. 
That must be Molly's boy, Seam Todd's grandson. 
Yes, it is, Mrs. Robbins, Well, at first, all I could get out 
of him was thet they were going to cut down his grandfather's 
pine tree. He repeated that, over ani over again. Then ho 
asked me to stop them and when he quieted down he told me ali 
about the old tree, and how hie grandfather took oare of it, 
and that it was his tree now that his grandfather died. 
Seay, Jim, gent that the whopping big pine you and I measured 


last year? I got a picture of it some where, 


3 
Yeah, that s it, 
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| Page 6. 
So that's the tree Barnes’ crew is going to cut, huh? 
Yes, that s who's going to cut it, Joe said. This Mr. Barnes 
re outting all the timber on the Todd place. 


| Yeah, we were talking about his logging operation just before 


you came, Mary. , 

I reokon Sam Todd would turn over in his grave if he knew 
somebody was even thinking of cutting that old tree, 

Can't we do something about it, Jim? Why that tree is the 
oldest living thing around here. We just can’t let it be 

cut down. 

It's Molly's business, Bess. Her's and her husband's business, 
It's theix tree ee eren Now, wait, maybe it 1en’t 


entirely their businese, Maybe Winding Creek's got an interest 


in saving that tree, too. Like Bess here says, that old pine 
tree is the oldest and biggest living thing around here. for 
all we know 1t might even be the biggest pine tree in the 


all, 

We don't have much time, Mr. Robbins, Mr. Barnes plans to 
cut that section where the big pine is within a week. 

Well, we'll have to work fast then. I'll go see this Mr. 


Barnes myself tomorrow. I got a feeling that if we work up 


enough sentiment for the old Sam Todd Pine we might save it 
yet ... Right now, though, I've got a letter to write . Jerry, 


where are those measurements we got on that big pine? 


J 


state. Yep, as I see it, thie is a community proposition after 
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JERRY ; In the office, Jim. Filed under tree studies, I think. 
The picture's there, C000 
JIM: O.Kae Lig? &9 find then, 
BESS: _ Wait, Jim, Gan't I do something? You've given everyone but 


me a job to do, (SPIRITEDLY) I'm ag interested aa anyone 
@lse in the old Sam Todd Pine. | 


JIM: ‘Yeah, I know, Bess, but (GOING OFF) I can't sea any way you 
can help. 

BESS: (HEATEDLY) Het | eee... Meomemem, Jerry, who did you say 
was cutting the timber on the old Sam Toda place? 

JERRY : Barnes, Chet Barnes. Why? You know him? 

BESS: Barnes? I wonder if that can be the Chester Barnes (FADE) 


who used to live in Elk City? 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE 
SOUND OF GHOPPING AND SAWING AS IN WOODS OPERATION = SUSTAIN. 


JIM: (COMING UP) Say, I'm looking for Mr. Barnes, the boss of 
; this job. Have you seen him? 


BARNES: - I'm Chet Barnes. You're Ranger Jim Robbins, aren't you? 


$ , 
I ve been wanting to meet you. 


cIMy — Yeah. I'm Jim Robbins. Sorry to bust in on you when you're 


bal, working, Barnes, but I'd appreciate 1% 1f you could give me 
“2, 8 few minutes, | 
BARNES: = You bet I can. What's on your mind? 
JIM: eS understand you're going to log off all this Todd place. 1 


was wondering about that stretch down there near the creek. 


Tou going to log that too? 
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I'm figuring on it. Most of the stuff's pretty small but 
there's one big old pine that ought to run six or seven 
thousand feet. I'm planning to cut that tree if I don't 

cut anything else, 

That's what I came to talk to you about, Barnes. That big old 
pine. We call 4t the Sam Todd pine, and folks eround here 
attach a lot of importance to that tree. Like you say, it’s 
a dandy and would cut out a sizeable amount of lumber ..... 
but, well, I'm no-hand at butting into other people's affaire 
but I'm hoping you won’t cut that tree. 

If you'll excuse my saying it, Ranger, that sounds sorta odd 
Coming from you. I thought you Forest Service people advacate | 
cutting timber when it's ripe for market. That's what your 
marking rules are for. I've always thought, to keep forest 
land producing on and on. 

In a 48, you're right, Barnes. But we're often interested 
in the valve of trees for other things besides lumber, too, 
We're interested in seeing trees used for what we call their 
highest value. Maybe in some cases it’s for lumber, and mseybe 
some timber has more value for recreation, or watershed 
protection or game management, end if ao, like as not we'll do 
precious little cutting in it for lumber, preferring to keep 


the trees for what we consider the most valuable use, 
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JIM (CONTINUED) Now you take that old Sam Todd pine. It's one of the 


BARNES; 


JIM: 


BARNES: 


biggest fellows anywhere around these parte, It's all of 
seven feet through. I know ‘ease I measured 4% myself .... 
Well, it seems to me that that Sam Todd pine has ite biggest 
velue ag a landmark, a Living monument to the forests we once 
had here and hepe to have again, something the kids of this 


generation, and maybe even the next generation, can look at 


and enjoy. Seeme to me that’s even more imvortant than siz 


or seven thousand feet of lumber in this case. 

That may be true, Renger, and 1f I was a mite richer than I 
am I°q probably Gay, sure, we'll save the old pine. But I 
gan’t afford to do that. I've got en investment in this 
eperation, an' I got to make good on that investment. I'm 
sorry but that's the way it ls. If folks around here are 
really interested 1n saving the tree let them put up the cash 
I°d lose by not cutting it. I'm figuring pretty close on 
thie job, and that tree's worth a couple hundred dollars tio me. 
Well, look, Barnes. I can see your point all right, but how 


about walting a few deya before you cut the old Sam Tod pins 


down? Can you do that? 


I don't know ... Well, all right, I°11 do it. I won't cut ‘er 
down before a week from today. But that's all the time I can 
Give you. (FADE) Two hundred dollars ain't hay. 


MUSICAL INTERLUDE 
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Page 10. 
Well, Jim, tomorrow's the last day. I gpess the old pine's 
a gonner. 
Don't say that, Jerry ... Isn't there anything else we can do, 
Mr. Robbins? . 
I'm afraid not, Mary, Folks have done about all they cen do. 
How much you say the school children and their parents donated? 
Twenty-two dollars. Everybody has been wonderful about it. 
Yeah, don't let anybody tell you Winding Creek won't get 
behind a worthwhile project. Why, the Chamber of Commerce 
raised almost seventy-Gollers and some folks even subscribed 
fenoe wire and nails and posts go they can put a little fence 
around the pine. Molly Hanley’s agreeable, if the tree isn't 
cut down. 
That makes a little under a hundred dollars. Less than half 
enough. | 
Maybe if we had a little more time we could .... 
Barnes is about to pull out, Mary. He's almost finished 
logging the Todd place. It's two hundred dollars right now 
or nothing. Why, even that letter Jim got from the American 
Forestry Association and showed to Barnes didn't do any good. 


Letter from the American Forestry Association? You mean anout 


the Sam Todd Fine? 
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Page Li. 

Yesh. Jim wrote to the Association last week. That's 
what he wanted that picture and measurements of the tree for. 
The American Forestry Association in Washington, D. G. is 
heading up a national program to locate and preserve the 
largest specimen of important trees in America. You see, 
they're getting together permanent records of big trees and 
are doggoned interested in seeing that the oldest and biggest 
trees in America are preserved and protected. I think it's 
@ swell stunt, 
| But what did they have to say about the Sam Todd Pine? 
Well, Mary. They told me the Sam Todd pine'se the biggest 
tree of ite kind in this State, at least so far as they have 
any record. And they think maybe it‘11 compete favorably 

with any pine in the whole country. It'd eure be a feather 
| in Winding Oreek's cap if the town could save the old pine ... 
But even that letter, like Jerry said, didn’t seem to cut ) 
much ice with Barnes. He's got to make expenses on hie job, 
and I hate to admit 1t but I'm afraid we're licked. 
There must be something we can still do. Mrs. Robbins, you 
haven't said a word. Isn't there anything you can think of? 


Sneak out. 


Yeah, Mre. Robbina, you've been mighty quiet. 
I don't know as there's anything I can suggest, not now. dim 
hasn't seemed very anxious to let me help. | 

Now, Bess, I dian't mean that at all ee WAS eee sie 


Hey, here comes Chet Barnes now. Up the walk. 
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Page 12. 
Please do something, Mr. Robbins, Anything, just so he won't 
out that tree ... I'l] never be able to face Joe Hanley again 
Lf seces 
I don't know anything else I can do, Mary. 


OPENING) Hello, Barnes. 


(SOUND OF DOOR 


Well Oeseesoee 


Tomorrow's the last day. 


Hello, folks. (DOOR CLOSES) 
Yeah, we know, Barnes. We appreciate 
your giving us the tiie to see if we could save the pine but 

I guess we won't be holding up your job any longer. 

You're not holding up my job, Mr. Robbina, 

You mean you've already out the tree down? Oh, no, you didn’¢ 
do that, Mr. Barnes? 
No, Miss Halloway. I mean I'm all through outting on the Todd 
place. And I'm not going to cut the big pines 

Say, that's eawell, Mr. Barnes. 

Wait a minute, Jerry. Look, Barnes, not enough money's beon 
Paiaed by the folks in Winding Creek to pay you not to cut 
that Sam Todd pine. 

It's not that. : 

Then you were influenced after all by the report of the Amerisan 


Forestry Association, Is that it, Mr. Barnes? 
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Page 135, 

BARNES: No ..- I guess I might es well tell you. ‘I lost that tree 
and a Lot of good lumber because my wife got interested in ny 
work for the first time since we've been married. That's the 
reason I'm not going to cut the pine. I'm being frank with 
you. My wife asked me not to cut the tree so I'm not going 
to cut it. I don’t know how she learned about that pig pine 
but ... Well, anyway we're leaving it .... 


JERRY: Say, that's mighty fine of you, Mr. Barnes. 

BARNES : Thanks 2... Well, I guese that's all. I'd better be running 
along. Goodbye. (DOOR OPENS) 

JIM: So long, Barnes, and thanks a lot for dropping in and telling 
UB. 

BARNES: That's 0.K. Goodbye, (DOOR CLOSES) 

JERRY: Whew ! What do you think ebout that? So it 8 Mpg. Barnes we've 


got to thank. How the dickens do you suppose ghe got 
interested in the Sam Todé Pine? 


JIM: M=-m-m. Bess, do you by any chence happen to know this Mrs. 
Barnes? 
BESS: Why, yes, now thet you ask, Jim. We went to echool together at 


Elk City when we were girls. (LAUGHS) I thought it would ba 
nice to recall old times once again. So I invited her over tor 


tea yesterday. (FADE) We had such a nice chate 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE. , 


ANNOUNGER: Uncle Sam's Forest Rengers comes to you each Friday over the 
Nationa} Farm and Home Hour as a presentation of the National 


Broadcasting Company with the cooperation of the United States Forest Service. 


RGM = 2345 PM 
2-20-41 
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